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disappoinment would be to save to the councils of the nation the advantages of Mr. Woodbury's talents and experience.1
In a subsequent letter,2 based on the preceding one, Mr. Wood-bury assured the President of his entire willingness to fill any situation under the Government which would not, like the Mission to Spain, require, so long ° an absence from his family, and accompanied that announcement with a gloomy account of the disordered condition of our own party and of the extraordinary activity with which the opposition had already entered on the canvass for the nest Presidential election; talked of resigning his seat in the Senate and of retiring from public life, &c.3 &c, upon all of which Gen. Jackson, in returning his letters to me, remarked in a note " that he inferred that Mr. Woodbury over rated the value of the aid that MIJ. Adams would 'be able to bring to Mr. Clay at the next Presidential election and was more alarmed than the facts would warrant; that we had only to continue the course we have commenced, take principle for our guide and public good our end, and the people will sustain us."
In this brief note and in that relating to Ritchie's letter are to be discovered the secret of the General's extraordinary popularity. Such an abiding trust in the integrity of the people and in their fidelity to those who are faithful to them, accompanied by a readiness to spend and to be spent in their service, a willingness at all times to sacrifice ease and comfort and if necessary to hazard his life for their safety could not escape their knowledge or fail to secure their love and gratitude. Since his character had become known to them by a long series of self sacrificing acts they had not doubted that a solicitude for their welfare most ardent and of never failing disinterestedness was deeply seated in his heart and ever present to his mind. Nor was it surprising that this faith and these dispositions constituted such marked features in his character. They were natural results of peculiar circumstances in his condition. No public man was ever so highly elevated of whom it could be said with more truth that he was one of the people. They were his blood relations —the only blood relations he had in this or, as far as is yet known, in any Country. No one stood nearer to him in that great natural tie than another. The remarkable success which crowned his efforts iniif\c<4--\s\ir\ rt      n 1 vcrr» Tret   -J-WT rv/-l   4-s\   IA/N   -»-»i rrT\ct author.
